
CRUSADER NEWS AND VIEWS 
The mission of Holy Cross Catholic School is to provide a setting that ignites a joyful spirit of  

Christian discipleship in collaboration with families, staff, and the parish in a personalized  

learning culture. 

August 6, 2021 

Protecting God’s Children Workshops 
     The Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
“Protecting God’s Children” workshop is 
held periodically throughout the Archdio-
cese. EVERY classroom or lunchroom 
volunteer or employee needs to have 
attended. To find a session that fits your 
schedule, go to www.virtus.org and se-
lect “First Time Registrant.” Then choose 
“view list” of class sites, and choose 
“Detroit.” Scroll through to find your ses-
sion, then go back to the top of that page 
to create your login. The training is also 
available online: if you don’t find it on the 
“Virtus” website, call school. 
     When attending a “PGC” workshop,  
be sure to be on time, as the Archdio-
cese does not allow latecomers to enter. 
     All volunteers working with children 
must have attended a “PGC” workshop. 
Remember: you need to complete this 
workshop in order to volunteer for 
field day or camp, or to chaperone 
field trips. 
     If you have recently attended a 
“PGC” workshop, please send a copy 
of your certificate to school ASAP so 
we have it on file--thank you! 
 

got SCRIP?  

     Join the smart Holy Cross families 
who earned nearly $2000 in tuition cred-
its this past quarter! Not quite sure how 
SCRIP works?--call the school office--or 
Patty--for a quick explanation! 
     During August the SCRIP office is 
open on Fridays only, from 8-10am;  
they will be closed for cleaning / vacation 
from Aug. 6-15. Starting August 27, they 
will return to their schooltime hours: 
Mondays and Fridays from 7-9 am and 
Mondays from 5-6pm. 
 

New “Student Information  

System” for K-8 Families 
     We will be using “FACTS SIS” in-
stead of “SchoolSpeak” this year. This 
newsletter is also being emailed 
(hopefully today!) to those families 
through the new SIS: please let us know 
next week if you haven’t received it via 
your email by then. 

Thank You!!  
...to our maintenance staff for once 
again  polishing our beautiful little build-
ing for a new school year! Everything is 
being buffed and sanitized for the first 
day. 
...to the wonderful “gardening angels” 
who have continued weeding and spruc-
ing up our school’s flower beds this sum-
mer! The plantings are looking terrific--
we really appreciate your dedication to 
Holy Cross! 
 

Scholarship Contest 
      Congratulations to the winners of our 
“Do Something Great!” contest! As there 
were only five entrants, and they all did a 
great job, each earns an award which 
will show up very soon on their families’ 
tuition accounts. Congratulations to Vivi-
an Gray, Theodore Gray, Carson 
Schneider, Gracelin Cusumano and 
Theryn Snyder! Vivian wrote that part 
of what she did included packing and 
delivering goodie baskets to police offic-
ers in a “random acts of kindness” fund-
raiser. Theo helped clean a nature pre-
serve. Theryn is collecting returnable 
bottles and cans to earn money for med-
icines for people in Guatemala. Carson 
is keeping is help close to home, doing 
extra chores to help his parents. 
Gracelin has been helping her neighbor 
take care of her grandchildren. Thank 
you to each of them for Doing Some-
thing Great for someone else! 
     Watch our newsletters for announce-
ment of another scholarship contest! 
 
 First Day of School for K-8: 
...will be Thursday, August 26. All stu-
dents should arrive before 7:30 am in full 
uniform. It is a half day, with dismissal at 
11am (no lunch or East China buses). 
 

First Day of School for Preschool: 
...will be just a little later: Monday, Au-
gust 30. Mrs. Andrea Schulte will be 
your teacher, and she can’t wait to meet 
you!  

“How Am I Getting Home Today?” 
     Younger students and their teachers 
will appreciate it if you send a note to 
school by the first day to let us know 
how your children will be getting home 
those first few days (as well as what 
their typical “going home” routine will 
be). (Remember East China buses won’t 
be running on our first days) Thank you! 
 

Dress Code for 2021-22 
...for grades K-8 is being emailed (along 
with the digital copy of this newsletter) to 
you. There has been a small change 
since it was published in the spring: on 
dress down days, students now may 
wear athletic pants with no holes and in 
good condition. 
     The Holy Cross dress code is availa-
ble (with pictures) on the school website 
(holycrossonline.net/uniform/). In line 
with our continuing efforts to keep our 
focus on academic excellence and edu-
cating the whole child, and noting that 
school uniforms eliminate distractions, 
create a sense of belonging and pride, 
and are cost effective, you will notice a 
stricter enforcement of our dress code 
this year.  
     As you start your back-to-school 
shopping, please check to be sure your 
clothing selections comply with the dress 
code. Pants and shorts should be 
“dress”--no overstitching or “cargo” pock-
ets. Socks should be white, black or na-
vy and completely cover the ankle. 
Blouses should be plain in style. SHOES 
are to be “dress shoes: oxford / buck-
le / loafer in black, dark brown or na-
vy (or black & white saddle shoe)”. 
     Look at the pictures on the website! 
There are so many options--you don’t 
have to buy your clothes from any partic-
ular manufacturer, and there are many 
choices of styles. Our “Blue Room” is full 
of used clothing that is free to school 
families: call the office to make an ap-
pointment to check it out. 
     Our goal is to encourage a neat, pro-
fessional, and “uniform” look among our 
students without causing our families a 
financial burden. 

Mark Your Calendar…. 

 F Aug 20: “Crusader Day”! 

 Th. Aug 26: first day of school K-8
(1/2 day, with dismissal at 11am) 

 Sep 3-6: no school (Labor Day 
weekend) 

Holy Cross on  Facebook: 

https://www.facebook.com/
holycrosscatholicmc/ 

SUMMER HOURS--Fridays 7-9am 
Patty Smith 810.434.9557-- 

Call or text your  order ahead of time 
to arrange “no-contact” pickup! 

http://www.virtus.org/
http://holycrossonline.net/uniform/
https://www.facebook.com/holycrosscatholicmc/
https://www.facebook.com/holycrosscatholicmc/


 
Uniforms For Next Year 

     As you get ready to shop for next 
year’s clothes, here is another resource. 
French Toast is partnering with us with 
school-approved items available at this 
link:   
https://www.frenchtoast.com/schoolbox/
schools/holy-cross-catholic-school-
QS44WM7  
     (Of course, our “Blue Room” is full! 
Call for a time to “browse.”) 
 

K-8 Supply Lists 
...are being emailed to you (with the 
newsletter).  Please note that all K-8 
students need ear buds or headphones. 
We advise headphones for younger stu-
dents, who aren't as adept at volume 
control, to better protect their hearing. 
They don’t need to be exorbitantly ex-
pensive: we found a reasonably-priced 
set at “Five Below” stores. 
 

Service Credits 
     K-5 families--don’t forget that you 
have until September 15 to sign up for 
your credits; families who haven’t cho-
sen by then are assigned to Plan “A” (to 
simply pay for their credits). 
 

To Schedule Bingo Shifts... 
     Families opting to work their service 
credits at Wednesday bingos (at St 
Catherine activity center in Algonac): 
please contact  Paul Burger at 
734.837.5807. As bingo resumes, help 
will be needed most Wednesdays: one 
should fit your schedule. 

 
Service Credits: Lunch Supervisors 

     Families can earn one service credit 
by working as a lunchtime aide 4 times. 
Lunch aides work from 10:30-11:30 on 
school days. Aides need to have partici-
pated in the “Protecting God’s Children” 
class and submit to a background check.  
     Mrs. Davenport will have a short 
orientation meeting for ALL LUNCH 
AIDES on the first day of school, Au-
gust 26, at 10am, so new aides and “old 
timers” will have an opportunity to learn 
the “rules” and expectations. 
     The online signup page is ready, for 
returning lunch supervisors--go to  
 

https://docs.google.com/
spreadsheets/
d/1tqQWXOy86EdecEz7Sq0dzzPy
6NK6SUjTd9zNJXEHIFE/
edit#gid=1950180675 
 

     If you are interested (or for more in-
fo), please contact the school office--
thank you! 
 

 

Service Credits:  

Raffle Calendar 

     We are looking for a chairperson for 
the 2022 raffle, as last year’s chairper-
son “graduated” from Holy Cross with 
her last 8th grader in June! 
     The position earn 12 service credits. 
Please call school if you might be inter-
ested in working your service credits this 
year doing the raffle! It takes someone 
who is thorough and detail oriented. We 
can put you into contact with our prior 
chairperson if you’d like to learn just 
what’s involved. 
 

Service Credits:  

Sports Concessions 

     We are also looking for somebody to 
schedule workers to man admissions 
and concessions at all home games, 
and to keep the concessions stand 
stocked. The person serving in this ca-
pacity all year will earn all of their fami-
ly’s service credits for the year! If your 
kids are into sports and you’ll be at most 
games, anyway, this could be the ser-
vice credit job for you--contact the 
school office for info. 
 

Sports for Next Year 
     Signup sheets were sent around for 
fall sports: volleyball for girls in grades 6-
8, and co-ed cross country (grades 5-8. 
(But it’s not too late: contact the school 
office if you’re a new student interested 
in joining either team--or a returning stu-
dent who doesn’t recall signing up!) 
     A heads up to all athletes’ families: 
the Booster Club has always counted on 
the magazine sale to fund sports. How-
ever, people don’t seem to be reading 
magazines any more; and with all the 
other fund raising we have to do here at 
Holy Cross, it has been decided that it 
makes sense for Holy Cross to initiate a 
“pay to play” system. Starting this fall, 
Holy Cross student-athletes will be as-
sessed a fee of $50/sport. Of course, if a 
student’s family just can’t afford the 
sport fee--or any other cost at school--
they should always contact the principal 
to see if some help is available. 
     Athletes: you’ll need to have a 
sports physical to participate in ANY 
sport. Summer is a great time to get that 
done and out of the way! Practices for 
volleyball and cross country should be 
starting soon (cross country coach Zam-
mit has already begun with conditioning 
workouts). 

 

Crusader Day” 
     Friday, August 20, will be “Crusader 
Day.” From 10am to 2pm, the school 
photographer will be on hand to take 
students’ 2021-22 school portraits. 
Teachers will also be in their classrooms 
preparing for the first day of class 
(Thursday, August 26), and will be avail-
able to casually meet their new students. 
Packets of “first day of school” paper-
work will be available for parents to pick 
up--and you will be able to complete and 
leave forms that day, too, if you wish. 
     We hope you’ll take advantage of this 
chance to meet the teachers, get your 
school picture taken, and gear up for 
school--see you August 20th!! 
 

Important Papers and Forms  
     We are preparing a packet of im-
portant papers for your family. They will 
be available to pick up at “Crusader 
Day,” on August 20. If you don’t pick 
your packet up then, it will go home with 
your oldest “Crusader” on the first day of 
school. It will contain this year’s school 
handbook as well as information about 
internet use, school lunches, Chrome-
books and the school directory. Please 
read all carefully and respond appropri-
ately--thank you! 
 

East China Buses 

     Students who live in the East China 
School District and are interested in free 
busing should contact ECSD’s transpor-
tation department at 810.676.1100; or 
email Janet Robbins: jrobbins@ecsd.us. 
 

2020-21 Yearbooks 
      We still have one--$15 takes it! 
 

Family Directory 
     At the beginning of each school year 
we prepare a directory of our families, 
listing parents’ names and addresses, 
students’ names, and family phone num-
ber. A small scrap of paper with your 
family’s entry for this year is taped to the 
top of one of the papers in this envelope. 
We can include your email address, if 
you would like that to be available to 
your fellow parents. 
     The directory will be printed and giv-
en to all families whose family entries 
are included. If you prefer that your fami-
ly’s information NOT be included, please 
let Mrs Steinmetz in the school office 
know before this Friday, August 13. If 
you would like your email address also 
included, please pass that info on to Mrs 
Steinmetz (school@holycrossonline.net) 
by Aug. 13, as well. 
 
 

Middle School Athletes: 
Your sports season is coming up: 
get your physical done now so 
you’ll be ready for the first practice! 



 

Hope your summer is 

still wonderful--see 

you in just a couple 

weeks!! 

Seventh Graders and New “Crusaders” 
     The Health Department assesses 
immunization records of all new students 
and all students entering 7th grade. 
      If your child is in one of these 
groups, please check with your doctor to 
see if your student’s immunizations are 
up to date. Parents of students in these 
categories with immunization waivers will 
need to update the waiver: call the 
Health Department (810.987.5300) to 
make that arrangement. 
 

School Chromebooks 
     Each student in grades 1-8 will be 
issued a Chromebook after school starts. 
The Chromebook insurance fee must 
have been paid, and the annual Internet 
and Chromebook use agreements 
signed, before the computer is released 
to a student. These forms will be includ-
ed in the “first day” packets available for 
pickup at “Crusader day.” (The packet 
will be sent home on the first day of 
school with your oldest student if not al-
ready picked up.)  
 

Free and Reduced Lunches 
     Families are encouraged to apply for 
free/reduced cost lunch benefits. The 
application form and “how to” letter will 
be included in your “first day” folder and 
can also be found at 
 

https://eastchinaschools.org/wp-
content/uploads/bsk-pdf-
manager/2021/06/East-China-Free-
Reduced-Application.pdf 
 
 

https://eastchinaschools.org/wp-
content/uploads/bsk-pdf-
manager/2021/06/
HOW_TO_APPLY_FOR_FREE_AN
D_REDUCED-
PRICE_SCHOOL_MEALS_-
_ADA_623529_7.pdf 
 

(Or--go to ecsd.us, select “departments”-
-”food service”--then scroll down for the 
application and other information.) 
 

Box Tops for Education 
     Just a reminder about “how to” digital-
ly save those little box tops….download 
the app, scan the receipt, and you’ve 
done it! For details on the new program, 
please go to:  
https://www.boxtops4education.com/
newbtfe 
     As long as you see “Box Tops” with 
expiration dates on packages, please do 
continue to clip and send them in: they 
will be honored until their expiration 
dates. 

Amazon Smile 
     Do you shop online? You can desig-
nate Holy Cross to receive credit from 
online shopping through Amazon Smile. 
We are registered in Amazon Smile as 
“Holy Cross School Marine City.” 
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/37-
1542098 

 

VG’s Receipts 
     Thanks to everyone who  continues 
to save them for us--in July we turned in 
enough receipts to claim the reward! 
     We can keep going! Please keep sav-
ing the entire VG’s receipts, including the 
“Direct Your Dollars” paragraph. (Sorry--
their “e-receipts” are not accepted.) We 
will continue to collect receipts until the 
store tells us to stop! Receipts can be 
dropped off at the school office, or 
turned in at the rectory, or in the box at 
the river entrance of the church (even 
during the summer). 
 
Used Chromebooks For Sale 

     Would you like to have a spare 
Chromebook at home? We still have a 
number of used Lenovos for sale: $20 
cash only for a Lenovo Chromebook and 
charger. (Please give us a week’s notice 
so we can prepare the machine for you.) 
Please note that the Chromebooks 
HAVE been used for 5 years: no warran-
ties! However, if you decide within a 
week of your purchase that you are not 
satisfied with it, you can bring it back and 
we will refund your money. 
 

Auction 2022 
     Have you seen any great bargains or 
really interesting items during your sum-
mer shopping trips? It’s not too soon to 
think of your Auction donation!  
     Auction time will be here before you 
know it--and its success will depend on 
the items we’ve been able to gather. 
Keep the Auction in the back of your 
mind as you shop clearances or during 
your travels this summer! (If you’d bid on 
it, chances are good that someone else 
would, too.) 
     Working the Auction is a fun way to 
earn your service credits. Hopefully, we’ll 
be allowed to gather again for this year’s 
event! We’re also looking for people to 
help plan and work at Auction 2022. 
 

Meningococcal Vaccine 
     We are required to notify you of the 
availability of the meningococcal vac-
cine. Please contact the county Health 
Department or your doctor’s office for 
more information. 

Asbestos 
     Federal law requires schools to in-
spect, test and identify known or sus-
pected asbestos containing materials. All 
known asbestos containing materials at 
Holy Cross School were removed by a 
professional abatement company sever-
al years ago. 
 

Annual Pest Control Advisory 

Notification for Parents 
     In keeping with the State of Michigan 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act 451 of 1994 and Regula-
tion 637, Holy Cross School has adopted 
a plan of action for controlling insects, 
rodents and other pests in and around 
our facilities. 
     The school’s plan of action for con-
trolling pests incorporates integrated 
pest management (IPM). IPM utilizes 
various means of pest control including, 
but not limited to, habitat modification 
and sanitation, mechanical control, bio-
logical control and chemical control. 
     Holy Cross School realizes that the 
use of chemicals can be harmful to the 
health and safety of humans and the 
environment; therefore, we will apply 
chemicals only as a last resort. 
     Any questions regarding Holy Cross’s 
IPM program should be directed to Judy 
Beauvais at 810.765.3568 extension 15. 
     If you wish to be notified before a 
scheduled pest treatment, please 
complete the form found elsewhere in 
this newsletter and return to the 
school office. 

 
Concussions 

     In order to keep people aware of the 
possibility of concussions, the law re-
quires adult coaches to complete a (free) 
online training course (contact Mrs. Dav-
enport for info). If a student is withheld 
from athletic activities due to a suspect-
ed concussion, s/he may not return to 
school that day. The student may return 
on a subsequent day ONLY with the writ-
ten clearance of an MD or DO. 
 

      



 

 
2021 PRIOR NOTIFICATION REQUEST FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

 
    In the event of an emergency you will be notified of the application after it occurs. 
 
    _____ I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment inside the school building. 
 
    _____ I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment outside the building. 
 
 
    Parent / guardian’s name:           
  
    Students’ names            

 

    Address:             

  

    Phone: daytime               evening       

 

 

    Parent / guardian’s signature               Date    












