
CRUSADER NEWS AND VIEWS 
The mission of Holy Cross Catholic School is to provide a setting that ignites a joyful spirit of Christian 

discipleship in collaboration with families, staff, and the parish in personalizing our learning culture. 
 

August 9, 2018 

Protecting God’s Children Workshops 
     The Archdiocese of Detroit’s 
“Protecting God’s Children” workshop is 
held periodically throughout the Archdio-
cese. To find a session that fits your 
schedule, go to www.virtus.org and se-
lect “Registration.” You will be directed to 
a prompt to search for locations. You will 
need this to do ANY classroom or lunch-
room volunteering. 
     OLR parish will sponsor a session on 
Saturday, September 15, in the Activi-
ty Center, from 8:30-11am (with a light 
breakfast preceding class, from 8-8:30). 
Preregistration is required: go to 
aod.org and look for ”Protecting God’s 
Children” to register. (Please call DRE 
Mr. K at 810.765.8300 if you need help 
registering.) When you go to a “PGC” 
workshop, please be sure to be on time, 
as the Archdiocese does not allow admit-
tance to latecomers. 
     All volunteers working with children 
must have attended a “PGC” workshop. 
Remember: you need to complete this 
workshop in order to volunteer for 
field day or camp or to chaperone 
field trips. 
 

 got SCRIP?     

     SCRIP credits for the second quarter 
of the year were calculated at the end of 
June, and have been credited to your 
FACTS account. Congratulations to the 
25 Holy Cross families sharing in nearly 
$3000 in SCRIP credits! 
     New families: want to learn more 
about how you can join this group of 
smart folks?--contact the school office 
(810.765.3591) to see how. 
 

Thank You! 

...to our maintenance folks, who have 
been working all summer to clean and 
polish the school; and to our SCRIP 
workers, also hard at work all summer, 
helping you pay your tuition! 

School Office’s Summer Hours 
     The office is open again every day, at 
least 8am-1pm. If you need something 
but have a problem with those times, 
please call/email and leave a message 
and we’ll get back with you to arrange a 
time more convenient for you. 
 

Tuition and Service Credits 
     Families: your FACTS tuition payment 
plan must be set up before Friday, Aug. 
24 in order for your student(s) to attend 
class on the first day of school. If your 
FACTS account is not yet set up, please 
do that today! (If you have any questions, 
please contact Mrs. Steinmetz in the 
school office.) 
     Your service credit record is enclosed 
in this envelope (families with K-8 stu-
dents only). Please check to be sure 
we’ve recorded all the credits you have 
worked; you may contact the school of-
fice if you have any questions. 
 

Lunch Supervisors 
     We will be looking for “lunch 
moms” (or “dads!”) for the 2018-19 
school year. Please contact the school 
office (810.765.3591) if you’re interested! 
(Lunch supervision is a service credit 
opportunity: call school if you need more 
info.) 
 

Family Directory 
     We are working to prepare a directory 
of Holy Cross PK-8 families’ names 
(parents and Holy Cross students), ad-
dresses, and phone numbers. The direc-
tory will be distributed to all participating 
families on “Crusader Day.” 
     We can add your email address to 
your entry, if you like: let Mrs Steinmetz 
know before next Thursday, August 
16. If you do not want your family’s infor-
mation to be included in directory let us 
know that, too, before Aug 16. (Families 
who opt not to be in the directory will not 
receive a copy of it.) 

Congratulations! 

...to the 16 Holy Cross students (and 
their families) who were approved for 
financial aid through the Archdiocese of 
Detroit’s tuition grant program. (They 
should all have received notification a 
few weeks ago from the Archdiocese, 
though the grant itself won’t arrive until 
later in the fall.) 
     Families who applied for local assis-
tance through the Fr. Bartone scholar-
ship application have also been notified 
of their awards. As with the Archdiocese 
grants, local awards won’t arrive until 
later in the school year (and will show up 
as credits on families’ FACTS accounts). 
     If you have any questions please feel 
free to call the school office. 
 

Students Entering Seventh 

Grade This Month-- 
     The Health Department reassesses 
student immunizations at 7th grade en-
try. Summer is a great time to check with 
your health care provider to see if any 
immunizations are needed (as well as to 
get that sports physical, so you’ll be 
ready for sports in the fall!). 
     Parents who opt not to immunize are 
required to contact the Health Depart-
ment for the new certified waiver. The St. 
Clair County Health Department may be 
reached at 810.987.5300. 
 

School Sports for 2018-19 

     The league’s annual schedule of 
sports will be different next year. The first 
sports this year will be cross country and 
girls’ volleyball in the fall. Boys’ and girls’ 
basketball (and cheer) will run concur-
rently in the late fall-winter season. Last 
will be track in the spring. 
     Sign up sheets were passed around 
among the eligible students before sum-
mer vacation. There are blank physical 
forms in your  “Summer Study” folders--if 
you get your physical taken care of dur-
ing the lazy days of summer, you’ll be all 
set when your sports season starts. 

Mark Your Calendar…. 

 F, Aug. 24: “Crusader day” 9am-
3pm--book fair and school pic-
tures!  

 M Aug. 27: first day of K-8 
school!! 

 W Sep. 5: first day for preschool! 

Holy Cross on Facebook: 

https://
www.facebook.comholycrosscatholicmc/ 

SCRIP  summer hours: 
Monday 5-7pm and Friday 8-10am 
office hours beginning AUG 27: 

Mondays and Fridays 7-9am 
Mondays; 5-7pm; and 
Wednesdays 1-3pm 

Patty Smith 

http://www.virtus.org/
https://www.facebook.com/holycrosscatholicmc/
https://www.facebook.com/holycrosscatholicmc/


Sports Physicals 
     Students planning to participate in 
any sports are reminded that they’ll need 
a sports physical. There was a blank 
form in your “summer study” packet (it 
can also be found at https://
www.mhsaa.com/portals/0/Documents/
health%20safety/physical4page.pdf). 
     If your doctor doesn’t do sports physi-
cals, try such places as “Minute Clinic”s 
or “Prompt Care”s. “Community 
First” (555 St Clair River Drive, Algonac) 
offers them: 810.794.4917. Also, St. 
Clair County Health Department’s Teen 
Health Center also offers sports physi-
cals: call 810.987.1311 for more info. 

 

SERVICE CREDITS-- 

To Schedule Bingo For 2018-19 
     Thank you to Mrs. Tracy Wilson for 
her dedication to Holy Cross’s bingo pro-
gram! Tracy is scheduling summer work-
ers; please feel free to contact her (email 
hcwedbingo@gmail.com)--OR--if you 
prefer, you can see what days and shifts 
are available by going to this webpage:  
 

https://docs.google.com/document/
d/1tHDtUA2KfrP527QHUdAS6gNvLE0_
OV6XuX770ZHXqFg/edit?ts=5b2c13ed 
 

     There are a lot of opportunities during 
August to work bingo shifts! Wouldn’t it 
be great to start out the school year with 
most of your service credits already 
done?! 
 

Substitute Teachers 
     We’re looking for substitute teachers 
to add to our list. If you know of anyone 
interested (a retired teacher, perhaps, or 
other person with a bachelor’s degree) 
please ask them to contact Dr Wagner. 
Thank you! 
 

East China Bus Riders: 

     Call the Transportation Department 
(810.676.1100) for information about 
your bus stop(s) and time(s). 
 

Important Papers and Forms  

for K-8 Students 
     We are preparing a packet of im-
portant papers for your family. They will 
be available to pick up at “Crusader 
Day,” August 24. If you don’t pick it up 
then, it will go home with your oldest 
“Crusader” on Monday, August 27. It will 
contain this year’s school handbook as 
well as information about internet use, 
school lunches, Chromebooks and the 
school directory. Please read all careful-
ly and respond appropriately--thank you! 

“Crusader Day” 
     Friday, August 24, will be “Crusader 
Day.” From 9am to 3pm, the school pho-
tographer will be on hand to take stu-
dents’ 2018-19 school portraits. PTO 
has invited the Scholastic Book Fair to 
visit as well. Teachers will also be in 
their classrooms preparing for the first 
day of class (which will be Monday, Au-
gust 27), and will be available to casually 
meet their new students. Packets of “first 
day of school” paperwork will be availa-
ble for parents to pick up--and you will 
be able to complete & leave forms that 
day, too, if you wish. We hope you’ll take 
advantage of this chance to meet the 
teachers, get your school picture taken, 
check out the book fair and gear up for 
school--see you August 24th! 
     (Please be advised that proofs of 
your school pictures won’t be available 
on the 24th: they are expected to go 
home with students about a week later.) 
 

The First Day of School! 
     Students in grades K-8 will start on 
Monday, August 27. it will be a regu-
lar day: full day (7:28am-2:50pm), regu-
lar school day dress code. Chartwells 
will be serving lunch that day ($2.40 
again this year for lunches, 50¢ for milk 
only). (Applications for free and reduced 
cost lunches will be in the packet of pa-
pers available at “Crusader Day.”) We 
will have four full, regular days of school 
before the Labor Day weekend, and 
there will be no classes on Friday-
Monday, August 31-September 3. Clas-
ses will resume on Tuesday, September 
4, and East China buses will begin their 
runs that day. 
 

First Day for Preschoolers: 
     We look forward to meeting you on 
Wednesday, September 5! Your classes 
will be from 8:30-11am. Our staff mem-
bers are looking forward to getting to 
know you and your family! 
     If you are interested in having your 
preschooler in daycare on preschool 
days at Holy Cross from 7:30 until the 
beginning of preschool classes, please 
contact the school office. 
 

“How Am I Getting Home Today?” 
     Younger students and their teachers 
will appreciate it if you send a note to 
school by the first day to let us know 
how your children will be getting home 
those first few days (as well as what 
their typical “going home” routine will 
be). Thank you! 

School Chromebooks 
     Each student in grades 1-8 will be 
issued a Chromebook after school 
starts. The Chromebook insurance fee 
must have been paid, and the annual 
Internet and Chromebook use agree-
ments signed, before the computer is 
released to a student. These forms will 
be included in the “first day” packets 
available for pickup at “Crusader 
day.” (The packet will be sent home on 
the first day of school with the oldest 
student if not already picked up.)  
 

No More Snow Days! 
     With all students in grades 1-8 on 
Chromebooks, “snow days” are a thing 
of the past. From now on, whenever 
school is canceled due to inclement 
weather, teachers will be in e-contact 
with their students, and students will be 
able to continue along with their individu-
al learning plans. (In the event of a pow-
er outage preventing school from being 
open, student will work on their religion 
portfolios.) This way, “snow days” will 
not impact students’ learning or be 
counted against the school calendar, 
and we won’t have to add days at the 
end of the school year. 
 

School Clothes / Dress Code 
     You KNOW they’re not going to fit 
into last year’s uniforms! How would you 
like to check out an air-conditioned room 
full of FREE replacements? Contact the 
school office and we’ll work to find a time 
that’s good for everyone. “The Blue 
Room” is full of school-appropriate cloth-
ing that is FREE to Holy Cross School 
families. 
     Also: please note this minor change 
to the 2018-19 dress code: sweatshirts 
(Holy Cross or other) are NOT ac-
ceptable as mass day attire. 
 

Cafeteria Pricing 2018-19 

     Meal costs will remain the same for 
the next school  year. Families who re-
ceived free or reduced-cost lunches last 
year will be eligible for those benefits on 
the first day of school, but will need to re
-apply for those benefits within the first 
couple weeks of school (the application 
form will be in your family’s “first day of 
school” packet, available at “Crusader 
Day”). 
      New families: if you received free or 
reduced-cost lunches at your old school, 
please contact Mrs Steinmetz in the of-
fice ASAP to see what needs to be done 
to continue those benefits at Holy Cross. 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHDtUA2KfrP527QHUdAS6gNvLE0_OV6XuX770ZHXqFg/edit?ts=5b2c13ed
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHDtUA2KfrP527QHUdAS6gNvLE0_OV6XuX770ZHXqFg/edit?ts=5b2c13ed
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tHDtUA2KfrP527QHUdAS6gNvLE0_OV6XuX770ZHXqFg/edit?ts=5b2c13ed


Help Pay For Camp 2019:  
Bingo Concessions 

     Bingo concessions at the Wednesday 
bingo are back! But not for service cred-
its: now bingo concessions will help you 
earn credit toward camp. 
     Earnings from concessions will be 
prorated among concessions workers 
(by the number of bingos worked) and 
applied to their camp bills at the end of 
December 2018. 
     One worker per Wednesday bingo 
will be needed. If you are interested or 
for more information please contact Jen-
nifer c/o school. 

 

VG’s Receipts / Box Tops for Education 
     We are already almost 2/3 of the way 
to our second $1000 reward! Please 
keep sending in those entire receipts, 
including the “Direct Your Dollars” para-
graph. During the summer, if you aren’t 
heading to school, receipts  and “box 
tops” may be left at church. Thank you! 
 

“FORMED” 

     Our Lady on the River Parish has 
purchased a gift for you! Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible 
online gateway to the best Catholic con-
tent, all in one place! 
     With FORMED you can: 

 Prepare for Sunday Mass by watch-

ing an insightful five-minute video by 
renowned Catholic teachers 

 Enjoy a movie with your family that is 

both nourishing and entertaining 

 Enrich your marriage with the award 

winning video series Beloved: Find-
ing Happiness in Marriage 

 Help your children grow in character 

and embrace the beauty and wonder 
of the Faith 
     FORMED provides amazing con-
tent 24/7 for you and your family to 
grow in your faith. 
     It’s FREE and EASY to register! 
Go to 
www.ourladyontheriver.formed.org 

 Click “Register” and enter your 

name, email address, and desired 
password 

 You’re ready to access the inspiring 

and engaging content on FORMED! 
You can also go to  - app.formed.org  - 
to download the free "app" for FORMED 
(Note - you will need the same infor-
mation above to register your account.) 
     We recommend you start “Presence 
– The Mystery of the Eucharist” 
 

Auction 2019 
     Have you seen any great bargains or 
really interesting items during your sum-
mer shopping trips? It’s not too soon to 
think of your Auction donation!  
     The Auction will be here before you 
know it--and its success will depend on 
the items we’ve been able to gather. 
Keep the Auction in the back of your 
mind as you shop clearances or during 
your travels this summer! (If you’d bid on 
it, chances are good that someone else 
would, too!) 
 

 Annual Pest Control Advisory 

Notification for Parents 
     In keeping with the State of Michigan 
Natural Resources and Environmental 
Protection Act 451 of 1994 and Regula-
tion 637, Holy Cross School has adopted 
a plan of action for controlling insects, 
rodents and other pests in and around 
our facilities. 
     The school’s plan of action for con-
trolling pests incorporates integrated 
pest management (IPM). IPM utilizes 
various means of pest control including, 
but not limited to, habitat modification 
and sanitation, mechanical control, bio-
logical control and chemical control. 
     Holy Cross School realizes that the 
use of chemicals can be harmful to the 
health and safety of humans and the 
environment; therefore, we will apply 
chemicals only as a last resort. 
     Any questions regarding Holy Cross’s 
IPM program should be directed to Judy 
Beauvais at 810.765.3568 extension 15. 
     If you wish to be notified before a 
scheduled pest treatment, please 
complete the form found elsewhere in 
this newsletter and return to the 
school office. 

 
Meningococcal Vaccine 

     We are required to notify you of the 
availability of the meningococcal vac-
cine. Please contact the county Health 
Department or your doctor’s office for 
more information. 
 

Concussions 

     In order to keep people aware of the 
possibility of concussions, the law re-
quires adult coaches to complete a (free) 
online training course (contact Dr Wag-
ner for info). If a student is withheld from 
athletic activities due to a suspected 
concussion, s/h may not return to school 
that day. The student may return on a 
subsequent day ONLY with the written 
clearance of an MD or DO. 
 

Asbestos 
     Federal law requires schools to in-
spect, test and identify known or sus-
pected asbestos containing materials. All 
known asbestos containing materials at 
Holy Cross School have were removed 
by a professional abatement company 
several years ago. 
 

T Shirts for Sale 
     The PTO still has a few Holy Cross T-
shirts from its spring sale: contact the 
school office for pricing and to see 
what’s available. 
     The PTO is also offering shirts by pre
-order: see the order form attached to 
the emailed copy of this newsletter (or 
pick one up at “Crusader Day”). 
 

Survey 
     There is also a survey attached to 
your emailed copy of this newsletter--we 
hope you’ll fill it out and send it in. (Hard 
copies will also be available at “Crusader 
Day.”) 
 

Extended Recess Day  
     Holy Cross is hoping to offer, one day 
a week, an extended lunch recess time 
dedicated to special interest activities. 
We are looking for adult volunteers to 
serve as mentors for small groups of 
students for these special interest activi-
ty periods once a week. 
     Possible activities include: 

 Elected Catholic youth student coun-
cil leadership 

 God’s Squad (for performing Chris-
tian service in our community) 

 Podcasting (linking school news to 
our school website with video) 

 Young chefs’ food preparation of 
various cultures 

 Governor’s physical fitness chal-
lenge 

 Culture, dance and martial arts 

 Walking world language (with mp4 
language devices to practice a for-
eign language) 

 Junior “ToastMasters” (public speak-
ing / forensics) 

 “Junior Robosapiens” STEM activitiy 
with robotics for competition 

 Parish career guilds (arrange weekly 
speakers on various careers) 

 Great Books club 

 Parish children’s church choir 

 Training for a group of Chromebook 
help desk leaders and Chromebook 
repairs 

    Please contact Dr Wagner if you are 
interested in mentoring such a group of 
students! 

http://formed.org/
http://www.ourladyontheriver.formed.org/
http://app.formed.org/


Enjoy these last precious 

days of summer-- 
See you on Friday, Aug. 24 for 
“Crusader Day”--drop in between 
9am-3pm to meet your teacher, 
pick up your “first day” packet, 
check out the Book Fair, and get 
your school picture taken! 

 

2018 PRIOR NOTIFICATION REQUEST FOR PESTICIDE APPLICATION 

 
In the event of an emergency you will be notified of the application after it occurs. 
 
_____ I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment inside the school building. 
 
_____ I wish to be notified prior to a scheduled pesticide treatment outside the building. 
 
 
Parent / guardian’s name:              
 
 
Address:                
  
Phone: daytime       evening        
 
Students’ names               
 
 
 
Parent / guardian’s signature          Date    

Middle School  

Athletes: 

Your sports season is coming 
up: get your physical done now 
so you’ll be ready for the first 
practice! 

Open Enrollment  
For Preschool 

for 3-5 year olds 
(and for K-8 students, too)!- 
call school office (810.765.3591) 

for information! 






